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TO AMEMBASSY COTONOU PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 106349 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS:EWWT, DM 

SUBJECT:SEAMAN ELLIS B. STRAIT OF THE MERCHANT VESSEL 
DELTA MEXICO 

1. US CITIZEN, ELLIS B. STRAIT, SEAMAN ON THE US-ELAG 
MERCHANT VESSEL, DELTA MEXICO, SUEFERED A SERIOUS EOOT 
INJURY IN A DOCKSIDE UNLOADING ACCIDENT IN COTONOU 
APRIL 4. STRAIT TAKEN TO LOCAL HOSPITAL, CLINIQUE D' 

AKPAKTA. DELTA MEXICO DEPARTED COTONOU APRIL 5. DELTA 
LINE'S OFFICIALS IN NEW ORLEANS HAVE ATTEMPTED UNSUCCESS- 
FULLY SINCE APRIL 5 TO CONTACT THEIR AGENT IN COTONOU. 

AGENT IS SONATRAC SHIPPING AGENTS, 3E, ZONE PORT, UARIE, 

PB1163. CABLE: SONASHIP. DELTA OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED 
ABOUT STRAIT’S WHEREABOUTS AND HEALTH. NEXT DELTA VESSEL 
IN COTONOU IS THE DELTA MEXICO NOW SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE 
MAY 21. NEXT ONE AETER THAT IS NOT UNTIL JUNE 28. 

2. REQUEST CONTACT SEAMAN STRAIT AND DETERMINE MEDICAL 
CONDITION AND WHETHER HE WILL BE READY TO DEPART ON THE 
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DELTA MEXICO ON MAY 2 1 . CHRISTOPHER 
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